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Turbidity

. Limit (Treatment N .
Year Contaminant Technique) Level detected Violation | Source of Contaminant
Highest single measurement ;
2018 (NTUS) 1.0 0.47 No Soil runoff
2018 |  Lowest monthly % meeting limit 0.3 99.3%* No Soil runoff

*99.3% was the lowest monthly % of samples below the TT value of 0.3. A value less than 95% constitutes a TT violation. The highest single measurement was 0.47.
Any measurement in excess of 1 is a violation unless otherwise approved by the state.

Turbidity has no health effects. However, turbidity can interfere with disinfection and provide a medium for microbial growth. Turbidity may indicate the presence of
disease-causing organisms. These organisms include bacteria, viruses, and parasites that can cause symptoms such as nausea, cramps, diarrhea and associated

headaches.

Radioactive Contaminants

Your kRan e Unit of o
Year Contaminant MCLG MCL Water Tow Hiah Measure Violation Typical Source
2017 | Gross Betalphoton emiters | 0 5 | 68 NA pCilL No - 3:;;‘;{;‘ natural and man-made
- . Decay of natural and man-made
2017 Combined Radium 0 4 1.5 NA mremyr No denosils
* EPA considers-50 pCi/L to be the level of concem for beta particles. . 5
Total Organic Carbon (TOC) :
y . _ Lowest|T09 Averagtla T(t>.C Highest TOC Unit of Source of
ear ontaminant remowf; ratio remm{; ratio Measure Contaminant
0 0
ToC . Naturally present in

2018 24.70 30.85 % :

Removal sfiovalatio required the environment.

y the percent of TOC requnred by TCEQ to be removed

*Removal ratio is the percent of TOC removed by the treatm

Total organic carbon (TOC) has no health effects. The disi
water does not have unacceptable levels of pathogens.
elsewhere in this report.

or that other, potentially harmful, waterbome pathogens may be

Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in
tnbutlon system. We found coliforms indicating the need to

present or that a potential pathway exists throug}
look for potential problems in water treatment or. S
problems that were found during these assessfrient i g !

completed. In addition, we were required tofih’f(e cur;ective actio

e Level 1 assessment. One Level 1 assessment was
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TABLE OF DETECTED CONTAMINANTS

Organic Contaminants

Sample . Your Range Unitof | . .. . e
Date Contaminants | MCLG | MCL Water | Low | High | Measure Violation Typical Source of Contaminan
2018 Atrazine 3 3 0.14 NA ppm No Runoff from herbicide used on row crops.

Some people who drink water containing atrazine well in excess of the MCL over many years could experience problems with their cardiovascular system or
reproductive difficulties.

Inorganic Contaminants

Sample ; Your Range Unitof | (. (. , .
Date Contaminants MCLG | MCL Water | Low | High | Measure Violation Typical Source of Contaminant
; Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from metal refineries;
2018 Barium 2 2 0.08 NA P No Erosion of natural deposits.
. Discharge from drilling wastes; Discharge from metal
2018 Gysnias 200 20 4 A ppo n refineries; Erosion of natural deposits.
Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive which promotes
2018 Fluoride 4 4 0.3 NA ppm No strong teeth; Discharge from fertilizer and aluminum
factories.
Nitrate [measured o Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks,
20} as Nitrogen] 1 10 066 NA PR No sewage; Erosion of natural deposits.
’ Discharge of petroleum and metal refineries; erosion of
2018 Selenium 50 50 4.7 NA ppb No natural deposits; discharge from mines.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level '
Year | Disinfectant | MRDLG | MRDL Y°”I{A":a‘°’ Violation Typical Source
2018 Chloramines 4 4 26 pprh : No Disinfectant used to control microbes.

Health information for Chloramine (as CL2) - Some people who use water containing chloramines well in excess of the MRDL could experience irritating effects to their
eyes and nose. Some people who drink water containing chloramines well in excess of the MRDL could experience stomach discomfort or anemia.

Disinfection Byproducts — Stage 2

. Your - Unit of
Year Contaminant MCLG | MCL | Water |, = | - M Violation Typical Source
gl 5 easure
2018 | Total Haloacetic Acids (HAAS) 60 288 |1 No Byproduct of drinking water disinfection.
2018 | Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM) 1 80 769 - No Byprof{uct of drinking water disinfection.

Health information for TTHMs (Total Trihaf:(;f_fﬁé!hanes) - Some people who dnnk niaining ﬁnhélqrﬁe!hanes in excess of the MCL over many years may
experience problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous system, and may hay increased risk of getting cancer.

* For Stage 2 Haloacetic Acids or TTHM, the level detected is the highest locational running annual average (LRAA). The locational running average is the average of
sample analytical results for samples taken at a particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Lead and Copper : .
] Your Water | # Samples :
Year Contaminant MCLG | AL 90t Exceeding Lot | jExcaeds - Typical Source
5 : Measure AL
. Percentile AL
Lead - action level at ' Corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of
el consumer taps 5 i s ; b e natural deposits.
Copper - action level Corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of
Ay at consumer taps 1 13 0.5 . all Ne natural deposits; leaching from wood preservatives.

Additional Health Information for Lead If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. This water supply is responsible for providing high
quality drinking water but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the
potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concemed about lead in your water, you
may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
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PWS ID # 1080007

2018 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
(Consumer Confidence Report)
CITY OF MERCEDES

Phone # 956-565-2372

SPECIAL NOTICE

Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(800-426-4791).

Public Participation Opportunities The public is encouraged to attend the
City Commission meetings which are held on the first and third Thursday of
each month at the Mercedes City Hall located at 400 S. Ohio Ave.

For any questions regarding your drinking water or any of the information
provided in the following pages please call the Mercedes Water Treatment
Plant at (956)565-2372.

Our Drinking Water Currently Meets or Exceeds All Federal (EPA)
Drinking Water Requirements This report is a summary of the quality of the
water we provide our customers. The analysis was made by using the data
from the most recent U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) required
tests and is presented in the attached pages. We hope this information helps
you become more knowledgeable about what's in your drinking water.

INFORMATION ON SOURCES OF WATER

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of
the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence
of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from
sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and
wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-
occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as
agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.

Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum
preduction, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and
septic systems.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil
and gas production and mining activities

En Espanol Este informe incluye informacién importante sobre el agua potable. Si
tiene preguntas o comentarios sobre éste informe en espafiol, favor de llamar al
tel. (956) 565 - 2372 - para hablar con una persona bilingiie en espafiol.

Where do we get our drinking water" Our drinking water i IS obtamed from a combmatlon of surface water that originates from the Rio Gfande River and

and natural conditions. The information contained in the assessment allows us to focus our source water protection strategies. Source water assessment information
is available on Texas Drinking Water Watch at https:#/dww2.tceq texas. govIDWWI Fof more information on source water assessments and protection efforts at our

water or point of use devices. Dnnkmg water, tncludlng bottled water, may reasonabiy be expt
presence of contamlnants does not necessamy mducate that water poses a healih risk. More

The taste and odor constituents are calle:d

not the EPA. These constituents pose no health
concems. .

About the following pages: The Table i;iored contaminants which have been found in your

DEFINITIONS:

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The highest permissible level of a.contaminant in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the
best available treatment technology. Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected health risk. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. MPL — State Assigned Maximum Permissible Level. Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) -
The highest level of disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial
contaminants. Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to
health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contamination. Treatment Technique (TT) - A required process intended
to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water. Action Level (AL) - The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
requirements which a water system must follow.

ABBREVIATIONS:

LRAA - Locational Running Annual Average. MPL — Maximum Permissible Level. NTU - Nephelometric Turbidity Units million fibers per liter (a measure of
asbestos). pCill - picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity). ppm - parts per million, or milligrams per liter (mg/L). ppb - parts per billion, or micrograms per
liter (Mg/L). NA - not applicable. ND - not detected. RAA ~Running Annual Average.
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