




 

AGENDA ITEM NO. __A__ 
  

Presentations 
 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Javier Campos Jr. Fire Chief / EMC 

ITEM: Presentation by Texas General Land Office on 2018/2019 Homeowner Assistance and 
Reimbursement Program (HARP).  

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
 

The Texas General Land Office approached our Emergency Management to assist in pushing out the critical 
information to not only the surrounding counties but to our citizens of Mercedes.  This information will assist 
families who were affected by the 2018/2019 floods.  With the support of our city manager, we have been 
tasked with outreach, support and guidance in making sure our citizens are made aware of this program.  As 
a community leader and a person who seen firsthand on how families were affected by these floods, we are 
proud to support the GLO office in any assistance that is needed in outreach.  2018 / 2019 Homeowner 
Assistance and Reimbursement Program (HARP) helps homeowners affected by these floods with disaster 
repair and rebuilding of their house. 
 
Presentation given by Elijah Casas – Texas GLO Community Outreach Coordinator. (PowerPoint) 
 
 

BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  Choose an item. 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   NA 
 

Proposed Expenditure/(Revenue): NA Account Number(s): NA 

  

  
 
Finance Review by:  NA 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  NA 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 

 
 

Staff Recommendation:   
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Mercedes City Commission 

Regular Meeting 

April 19, 2022 – 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

Members Present: Oscar D. Montoya Sr.   Mayor   

   Jose Martinez    Mayor Pro-Tem 

   Leonel Benavidez   Commissioner 

   Jacob Howell     Commissioner 

   Jose Gomez    Commissioner 

 

Staff Present:  Alberto Perez    City Manager 

   Martie Garcia-Vela   City Attorney 

   Joselynn Castillo   City Secretary 

   Javier Ramirez   Asst. City Manager 

   Nereida Perez    Finance Director 

   Marisol Vidales   Library Director 

   Joaquin Hernandez   Public Works Director  

   Ervin Vilchis    I.T Liason 

   Orlando Diaz    Sergeant 

   Axel Vallejo    Executive Admin 

   Brianna Casares   Public Information Officer 

 

Others Present: Isaac Huacuja, Ramon Mejia 

 

1.) CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

Mayor Montoya welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

2.) ESTABLISH QUORUM  

Four members of the Commission were present. Commissioner Benavidez arrived during 

Open Forum.  

3.) INVOCATION  

Commissioner Howell said the invocation. 

4.) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Mayor Pro-Tem Martinez led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

5.) OPEN FORUM  

- Mr. Ramon Mejia addressed the Commission regarding item 10A the energy 

consultant. He expressed his opposition for the service. Mr. Mejia stated that the city 

should hire all three companies and let them compete for the best pricing. He asked 

why only have one company and he added that the firms didn’t provide a rate.  

6.) CONSENT AGENDA  

a. Approval of Minutes for Meeting(s) held April 5, 2022. 

b. Second and final reading of Ordinance No. 2022-07 approving the grass 

clippings ordinance.  

c. Approval of 2nd Quarterly Investment Report 

Mayor Pro-Tem Martinez motioned for approval of all items under consent agenda. 

Commissioner Gomez seconded. Upon a called vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
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7.) CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  

a. Update on Urban County Funds 

Mr. Perez stated they met with urban county representatives on funding. He added 

there are funds from 2019 still available. Mr. Ramirez stated there is a project for 

Mile 8 street improvements. There were some surplus funds from 2019 and 2020 

that could be used for materials on the Mile 8 project. Mr. Perez stated no funds 

are being taken from any departments that had requested funds through urban 

county. At a question, Mr. Ramirez stated that the project kicks-ff should be the 

end of May or start of June. Commissioner Gomez stated that the Mile 8 project 

has been in the works by previous and present commission.  

8.) ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS  

a. Discussion and Possible Action on Resolution No. 2022-06 denying the 

amended recovery factors to increase distribution rates.  

Commissioner Benavidez made a motion to deny the amended recovery factors to 

increase the distribution rates. Mayor Pro-Tem Martinez seconded. Upon a called 

vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

9.) Management Items  

a. Discussion and Possible Action of a Budget Amendment Request for the 

Public Works Department to Replace Three Computers.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Martinez motioned to approve the budget amendment. 

Commissioner Howell seconded. Upon a called vote, the motion passed 

unanimously. 

10.) BIDS/CONTRACTS 

a. Discussion and Possible Action to select a firm and award a contract for 

Energy Consulting services.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Martinez made a motion to accept Marco A. Arredondo and 

bring back to the commission for the contract. Commissioner Howell seconded. 

Mr. Perez will bring back the terms and pricing. Commissioner Benavidez stated 

that he requested a price bid. He stated that the city will not be getting the best 

price possible from one firm rather than a competing rate from all firms for that 

reason Commissioner Benavidez is voting against. Commissioner Gomez stated 

that item is action to award a contract but they cannot approve without contract. 

Mayor Montoya stated that when you go for RFQ you pick the best qualified and 

then negotiate a contact and if the city and company cannot agree they can move 

to the next best qualified or select to rebid. Only one broker is allowed to provide 

pricing (energy consultant). There was discussion regarding the RFP and RFQ 

process. Mr. Perez stated that the point system was based off of their bid packet. 

Upon a called vote, the motion passed 3 to 2. Commissioner Benavidez and 

Commissioner Gomez voted against.  

b. Discussion and Possible Action on request for IT Support Service Hours.  

Mr. Vilchis is requesting the service for the firewall issues. Commissioner Howell 

motioned to approve. Commissioner Benavidez seconded. Mr. Vilchis stated the 

service is necessary for security vulnerabilities. The amount is $6,600 for 40 

hours. Mr. Vilchis added that hurricane season is around the corner and he will 

need the support. Upon a called vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

11.) MONTHLY REPORTS  
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No action is required. 

12.) EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mayor Montoya called the meeting into Executive Session at 

7:00 P.M. 
a. Discussion regarding duties and responsibilities of the City Manager - Section 551.074 

Texas Gov’t Code Annotated - Personnel Matters 

b. Consultation with Attorney regarding update on legal matters - Section 551.071 Texas 

Gov’t Code Annotated - Consultation with Attorney 

c. Consultation with Attorney regarding donation of property - Section 551.071 & 

551.072 Texas Gov’t Code Annotated - Consultation Deliberation regarding Real 

Property 

ADDENDUM 

d. Discussion regarding purchase of real property – Section 551.072 Texas Gov’t Code 

Annotated – Deliberation of Real Property 

Mayor Montoya called the meeting back to order at 8:19 P.M. 

13.) OPEN SESSION:  

a. Discussion and Possible Action on item A listed in executive session. 

No action was taken.  

b. Discussion and Possible Action on item B listed in executive session. 

No action was taken. 

c. Discussion and Possible Action on item C listed in executive session. 

Commissioner Benavidez made a motion to proceed as discussed in executive 

session. Mayor Pro-Tem Martinez seconded. Upon a called vote, the motion 

passed unanimously. 

 ADDENDUM 

d. Discussion and Possible Action regarding purchase of real property. 

Commissioner Howell made a motion to direct city manager to postpone the item 

and bring back as discussed in executive session. Commissioner Benavidez 

seconded. Upon a called vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

14.) ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Montoya adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. __A__ 
   

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Howell-Martinez 

ITEM: City Manager Comments 

 

Update on Park Equipment 

 

Howell/Martinez 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   

Recently several park items were identified as needing repairs.  We would like an update to 

ensure no park equipment that needs repairs is no longer being used while it is repaired or 

replaced. 

 

BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 

 

ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:  N/A 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   N/A 

 

LEGAL REVIEW:  Martie Vela-Garcia 

 

ATTACHMENTS: N/A 

 

DRAFT MOTION:  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. _A__ 
  

MANAGEMENT ITEM 
 

 

DATE: April 27, 2022 

FROM: Howell/Martinez 

ITEM: Action Item: 

 

Discussion and possible action to authorize City Manager to go out for RFPs to 
outsource the repair of high traffic streets needing repairs. 

 

 

Howell/Martinez 

 

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
 
Due to staffing shortages we have a need to repair several high traffic streets.     
 
 
BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   N/A 
 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  Martie Vela-Garcia 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 

 
DRAFT MOTION:   
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AGENDA ITEM NO. _B__ 
  

Management Items 
 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Marisol Vidales, Library Director 

ITEM:  Discussion and possible action to appoint a member to the Mercedes Historic 
Preservation Commission.  

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   

The Mercedes Historic Preservation Commission is a 7-member and 2-alternate member 
advisory board for the City of Mercedes. Its purpose is to maximize conservation & 
preservation of any historical landmarks for future generations to discover, and appreciate 
Mercedes’ structural heritage… 
 
The board’s scope of work includes the following: 

• Nominates properties for local historic designation 

• Reviews grant applications for local historic properties 

• Provides suggestions for work performed on local historic properties 

• Research history on local historic properties 

• Review applications for historical business awards 
 
At this time, we have a total of three vacancies on the board. One for a regular member as 
well as the two alternate positions. Mrs. Marissa Wallace resigned in late March of this year 
leaving the regular member position vacant. The alternate positions have been vacant for 
close to two years.  
 
We have one applicant at this time which is Ms. Erin Pena.  
 
Our manual states the following: 

 
At least one member shall be an architect, planner, or representative of a design 
profession; 
At least one member shall be a historian; 
At least one member shall be a licensed real estate broker; 
At least one member shall be an attorney; 
At least one shall be an owner of a landmark or of a property in a historic district; 
At least one shall be an archeologist or from a related discipline; 

 
Ms. Pena would fulfill the requirement of a historian. She has a Bachelor Degree in History.  
She had provided two papers that she wrote while obtaining her degree with one being 
written from primary sources. In speaking with her she stated has a deep love of history, 
enjoys researching, and would look forward to researching the history of Mercedes and of 
our historic properties.  
 
If appointed Ms. Pena’s term would run until October 2024.  
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BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  Choose an item. 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:    
 

Proposed Expenditure/(Revenue): Account Number(s): 

  

  
 
Finance Review by:   
 
LEGAL REVIEW:   
 
ATTACHMENTS: Ms. Pena’s application, resume, and two papers.  
 

 
 

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends the appointment of Erin Pena to fulfill the roll of historian.  
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Erin Pena

04/25/2022

x

CPS CVS Caseworker Specialist I

x

As a resident of the City of Mercedes and a History major, I want to serve on the Historic Preservation Committee 

to encourage the preservation of cultural resources, promote historic preservation, and work with the City 

Counsel in pursuit of the objectives of historic preservation.

04/25/2022



Erin Peña 

Mercedes, Texas 78570  

 

EDUCATION: 

• Mercedes High School – Graduate of 2014 

• The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 

Bachelor of Science in History, Minor in Political Science 

Anticipated Graduation Date: December 2021 

Deans list (Fall 2014, Spring 2015, Fall 2016, Fall 2020, Spring 2021) 

SKILLS: 

• Languages: fluent in English, Spanish, and knowledgeable in American Sign Language 

• Software: Movie Maker, Microsoft Office; Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Adobe Photoshop 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills; personable, friendly, and ability to work 

well with others..  

• Ability to learn and adapt quickly to different tasks and positions. 

EXPERIENCE: 

CPS CVS Specialist I 

December 2021- Current 

• As a CPS CVS Caseworker, I am appointed a conservator for a child/children when they are 

removed from their home. I am in charge of legal paperwork, arranging for 

testing/evaluation/and keeping record of the child’s health and medical records to determine 

additional needs or services needed. I am in charge of conducting home studies, keeping parents 

and families involved in the case, and finding potential permanent placements to ensure the child 

is placed in a safe home environment. It is mandatory that I attend all court hearings pertaining to 

the case (Adversary Hearing, Status Hearing, and trial), preparing the court reports for the case, 

and testifying on behalf  of the child’s needs,  and the family’s progress in an effort to achieve 

permanency for the child/children.  

 

Records Manager at The Mercedes Police Department 

October 2020- December 2021 

• As the Records Manager/Custodian of Records at the Mercedes Police Department, I am in 

charge of all criminal records, juvenile records, and making sure all charges, and records are 

submitted, inputted, and disposed of according to their retention periods. I also work in 

collaboration with CPS investigators to ensure that reports are being submitted to them in timely 

manner. I am in charge of completing open record requests that are submitted to the City of 

Mercedes, and work to provide records to district attorneys, CBP/ICE agents, the Texas Attorney 

General's office, and local law enforcement agencies. It is also routine to preform clerical duties 

such as: filing paperwork, answering phone calls, helping constituents with problems/inquiries, 

faxing, emailing, and setting up appointments. 

•  

Organizations and Activities: 

• National Honor Society of Leadership and Success-UTRGV 2021 

• Capable Kids Volunteer 2020-2021 

• Pre-Law Society Member: Fall 2014/2016/2021 

• Political Science Association 2015/2016/2021 
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• Secretary of Administration to the Executive Cabinet for UTRGV Student Government :Fall 2015- Spring 

2016 

• American Sign Language Club Member: Fall 2014-2016        

Volunteer Work: 

• Capable Kids Volunteer 2020-2021 

• Engaged Scholar Symposium Presenter -Spring 2018 

• Volunteer for “Shooting for Starkey” benefiting the Starkey Hearing Foundation    

 Fall 2014- Spring 2016-(10+ Hours) 

• Participating in numerous Philanthropy Events for Starkey Hearing Foundation and The Painted Turtle 

Camp  Fall 2014- Spring 2016 (20+ Hours) 

• Volunteering at Doctors Hospital at Renaissance Children’s Oncology Center (2018)  
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The Raymondville Onion Strike of 1979: South Texas Farmworkers’ Demand for Better Wages 

and Working Conditions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erin Peña 

HIST 3333-91L 

Dr. Linda English 

Spring 2021 
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The Raymondville Onion Strike of 1979: South Texas Farmworkers’ Demand for Better Wages 

and Working Conditions 

The Rio Grande Valley, specifically Raymondville, Texas, after World War 2 was 

considered an agricultural oasis, earning the name “The Magic Valley,” as crops flourished year-

round.1 Raymondville, Texas, was also once proclaimed the “onion capital of the world,” as it was 

one home to some of the largest onion producing regions in the world; by 1904 there were 

approximately 500 acres of Bermuda (yellow) onions planted in South Texas.2 As a result of the 

industry’s rapid growth, so did the demand for workers at a low cost, which equated to a 

predominantly migrant workforce.3 Anglo farm workers, in turn, took advantage of Hispanic 

migrant farm workers, and exploited them for capital gain. The documentary ‘The Valley of 

Tears,’ aimed to shed light on the Raymondville Onion Workers Strike of 1979, and farm workers 

demand for better wages and more suitable working conditions; and how the issues of racism, 

greed, and social and economic divide still impact the region to present day. This paper will focus 

on the exploitation of migrant farmworkers by Anglo Americans, local politicians and politics, and 

how their revolt left a lasting impact for the Mexican-American community in South Texas; and 

how important it was that they continued pressing for social change through mobilization. This 

paper will also focus on power, status, and privilege, and how the strike immeasurably “sharpened 

and politicized” class and national conflict in Raymondville, Texas.4 

                                                             
1 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas,” (Journal of the Southwest 60, 4, 2018): 794. 
2 “The Onion That Came to Texas But Never Left The Same,” https://aggie-

horticulture.tamu.edu/plantanswers/publications/onions/ONIONHIS.html 
3 “1979: Onion Pickers Strike in Raymondville, TX,” South Texas Rabble Rousers History, 

(May 1, 2015), https://southtexasrabblerousers.wordpress.com/2015/05/01/1979-onion-pickers-

strike-in-raymondville-tx/ 
4 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas: Farmworker Strike in 

Raymondville,” Humanity and Society, Vol. 4, Iss.1, (Feb 1, 1980): 52-53. 

58

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/plantanswers/publications/onions/ONIONHIS.html
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/plantanswers/publications/onions/ONIONHIS.html


 

3 

 The Bracero Program, enacted on August 4, 1942, was a bi-national temporary labor 

importation program with the United States and Mexico that allowed Mexican laborers to work 

seasonally in the United States in the agriculture or industrial sector.5 This is historically relevant 

to the Raymondville Labor strike, as the program increased migration from Mexico into the 

United States, as growers feared a shortage of workers because of the wartime draft and war-

fueled industrial activities.6 These laborers coming into Willacy County, however, were 

unsuccessful in pitching for economic advancement for two main reasons: 1.) They had little to 

their name besides their ability to work, as many had been driven off their lands as a result of 

raids after the Mexican Revolution, and 2.) Mexicans were unable to achieve social progress as a 

result of Jim Crow laws and racial segregation.7 

Raymondville (Willacy County), along with Hidalgo County, Cameron County, and Starr 

County all border Mexico, and compromise “The Magic Valley;” the term was notoriously used 

in promotional materials to attract farming investors to the area (in 1977 for example, these four 

counties accounted for slightly less than 400 million dollars worth of farm cash receipts).8 

However, what was not mentioned in these promotional materials was the extreme poverty and 

economic degradation that plagued the area which gave it a 2nd, less-popular nickname, “El Valle 

De Lagrimas” (The Valley of Tears).9 The Documentary “The Valley of Tears,” a film by Hart 

Perry, focuses on the Raymondville Farmworkers Strike of 1979, detailing the injustices that 

                                                             
5 Cristina, Salinas, “Contesting Mobility: Growers, Farm Workers, and U.S.-Mexico Border 

Enforcement During the Twentieth Century,” Graduate School Dissertation, The University of 

Texas at Austin (2011): 10. 
6 Otey, Scruggs, “Braceros, “Wetbacks,” and the Farm Labor Problem: Mexican Agricultural 

Labor in the United States, 1942-1954,”(New York: Garland Publishing, 1988); 155-161. 
7 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas: Farmworker Strike in 

Raymondville,” Humanity and Society, Vol. 4, Iss.1, (Feb 1, 1980): 56-57 
8 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas”: 52. 
9 Ibid. 
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afflicted workers, honing in on the exploitation, injustices, unfair wages, and poor working 

conditions they endured at the hands of Anglo Farmers.  

The film starts off with local law enforcement using scare, and intimidation tactics 

towards a Raymondville farm-worker, Jesus, who they are blaming for violating the law; Jesus 

explains that if he is breaking the law, why isn’t his superior in trouble for violating the law, as 

he was not paying his workers the bare minimum wage, the officers response, “he is concerned 

with a different type of law.”10 This is a clear example of how farmers formed alliances with 

local law enforcement agencies (Border Patrol, The Texas Rangers, local police, immigration 

officers, and politicians) to ensure cheap labor, for “sure entries,” on Border Patrol logbooks.11 

The issue of cheap labor came at the beginning of the 1979 onion harvest when Charles 

Wetegrove, the largest grower in Raymondville, and second largest onion producer in the State 

of Texas, announced a reduction in the rate paid for a 50lb bag of onions from 60 cents a bag, to 

50 cents a bag (some even getting paid 25 cents a sack), affecting hundreds of thousands of 

workers.12 The wage cuts infuriated workers, as the work required intense labor; the wage cuts 

would bring workers to average less than $1.50 per hour.13 In an interview with a student from 

Texas State University, Salome Cardona a laborer from Hargill, Texas detailed the working 

conditions on the farms; Cardona remembered that he never witnessed farmers provide water, 

bathrooms or medical care for their workers (who worked out in the blistering heat during onion 

peak season).14 He also stated he remembered workers having to bring their own toilet paper to 

                                                             
10 Hart, Perry, “The Valley of Tears,” Youtube. David Sandoval and Perry Films, February 28, 

2018, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mc1tdkKfDjk&t=1s (Accessed April, 11th, 2021). 
11 Marcy, Garcia, “Community and Violence in South Texas: 1930-1979,” (Texas State 

University, 2015): 13. 
12 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas: Farmworker Strike in 

Raymondville,” Humanity and Society, Vol. 4, Iss.1, (Feb 1, 1980): 60-61. 
13 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas”: 60-61. 
14 Marcy, Garcia, “Community and Violence in South Texas: 1930-1979:” 122. 
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work, and had to sneak away to use the bathrooms; the only reason workers never complained 

sooner was because they lived extremely poor lives, and could not afford their basic living 

necessities without working, according to Cardona.15 

 Farmworkers contacted The Texas Farmworkers Union (TFWU) on April 2nd, 1979, and 

on April 4th 1,500 workers walked off Charles Wetegrove’s farm in protest against their unfair 

wages, and poor working conditions.16 On day three after the start of the strike, protesters got 

word that there were individuals packing onion at the Wetegrove packing shed, so they staged a 

picketed line, calling for all workers to join them, and all packing shed employees joined the 

strike, which meant there no laborers in the field, and no packers in the packing shed to pick, 

pack, and ship onions to the market.17 Just as workers were experiencing success through 

mobilization in the strike, Wetegrove sold his onions to Othal Brand, a self proclaimed “onion 

king,” and muli-million dollar agriculturalist who was described as “Mr. Agribusiness…the 

spokesman against collective bargaining rights for workers.”18 Wetegrove and Brand would have 

rather come to a mutual agreement for to profit amongst themselves rather than come to an 

agreement with the laborers; this was a huge loss for Raymondville strikers, as Brand was 

determined to break the strike.19 The strike was broken on day seven, as brand had recruited 

crews of farmworkers to finish harvesting the onions on the farm, which resulted in chaos by 

                                                             
15 Marcy, Garcia, “Community and Violence in South Texas: 1930-1979:” 122-123. 
16 Paul, Jennings, 52; Oliver, Smith, “The Onion Strike of 1979,” Bullock Texas State History 

Museum, March 22, 2018, https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/discover/texas-story-project/the-

onion-strike-of-1979 (Accessed April 12th, 2021). 
17 Hart, Perry, “The Valley of Tears,” Youtube. David Sandoval and Perry Films, February 28, 

2018, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mc1tdkKfDjk&t=1s (Accessed April, 12th, 2021). 
18 “Farmworkers Won’t Give Up Mayor’s Office,” Dallas Morning News, 

January 24, 1981, 20A. 
19 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas,” (Journal of the Southwest 60, 4, 2018): 793-794. 
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strikers.20 Fourteen protesters were arrested for trespassing in an “effort to incarcerate the leaders 

of the strike, and try to behead the organizational efforts made,” according to Marcial Silva, a 

fellow laborer and strike organizer.21  Throughout the duration of the trials for the fourteen 

strikers, there was an increase in communal support: people were protesting outside the 

courthouse, some participating in a hunger strike in support of the arrested organizers, and 

eventually all of the charges were dropped.22 The incident of the crossing of picket lines by 

strikers summed up the diverse social conflicts at hand; For Anglos, the breaking of the strike 

served to represent class and national solidarity, and for the Hispaic community, an eye-opening 

experience of the social institutions against their progress.23 

 The Raymondville Farmworker’s strike of 1979 led activists to further press on the issues 

that affected them; one of the biggest issues was that Mexicans and Mexican Americans were not 

being properly represented in the schools.24 Juanita Valdez, a Raymondville striker was 

interviewed on the under-representation, and stated that the same individuals who broke the 

integrity of the strike, were the same individuals on the school board representing them, “one of 

the biggest issues was the school...”25 Othal Brand, in particular, turned to political engagement; 

Beginning in 1960 he served on the school board, a tenure marked by “temper tantrums,” when 

board members didn’t side with him.26 Texas Monthly reported on one occasion that Brand grew 

so angry with a board member who voted against him, that he struck the man.27 One student 

                                                             
20 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas”: 66. 
21 Marcial, Silva, “The Valley of Tears,” interview by Hart Perry. Youtube, February 28th, 2018. 
22 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas”: 66. 
23 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas”: 66. 
24 Hart, Perry, “The Valley of Tears.” 
25 Juanita Valdez, “The Valley of Tears,” interview by Hart Perry. Youtube, February 28th, 2018. 
26 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas,” (Journal of the Southwest 60, 4, 2018): 794. 
27 “The Last Patrón,” Texas Monthly, July 1981, 86. 
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(Adriana Flores, who is 1 of 11 siblings and would be the first high-school graduate in her 

family), was interviewed on the issues that students faced in the school; Adriana mentioned how 

difficult it was on migrant students to obtain their education, as they were expected to contribute 

to the family’s income through their work as migrant farmers.28 Large majorities of migrant farm 

working students were notorious for dropping out of school, getting expelled, and leaving the 

school year months before it finished to work in the fields, which greatly affected them from 

obtaining a proper education.29 Instances of injustices within the school were: 1.) The student 

population was over 90% Hispanic, and the teaching staff had hardly any Hispanic teachers, 2.) 

There were no bilingual education programs offered and 3.) Campus administration was mostly 

all Anglo, which didn’t represent the students accurately.30 As a result of these issues, activists 

formed a welcoming committee to address and resolve these discriminatory issues through joint 

efforts; superintendent Jerry Jones however, stated in an interview with Perry Hart that though 

he’s sure there has been instances of discrimination in the Raymondville school system, none of 

it has been “planned discrimination.”31 Jones further stated that as an Anglo American he 

sometimes feels discriminated against, as there are instances where people speak Spanish around 

him where he does not understand what they’re talking about.32 The citizens, with the assistance 

of TFWU started mobilizing voters, and registering new voters, to gain local political power and 

representation on the school board.33 One of the parents, Pete Moreno, decided to run for school 

board, however, the opposition ran a Mexican-American, “Freddy” Fernando Ramirez, who held 

                                                             
28 Adriana, Flores,“The Valley of Tears,” interview by Hart Perry. Youtube, February 28th, 2018. 
29 Hart, Perry, “The Valley of Tears.” 
30 Ibid. 
31 Jerry Jones, “The Valley of Tears,” interview by Hart Perry. Youtube, February 28th, 2018. 
32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
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the same values as those currently in power.34 When interviewed, Freddy stated that there was no 

discrimination occurring in Raymondville schools, as “he, nor his family, have been victims of 

discrimination”.35 Pete ended up losing the school board election, though activists still 

considered it a win, as they were successfully able to increase Mexican-American voter turn out, 

and vocalize their concerns and issues.  

Regardless if Mexican-Americans and activists in the community lost both in the 

Raymondville Onion Strike of 1979 and their school board election, they were still successful 

through their efforts of organization, and evolving turnout to fight for better wages, better 

working conditions, and ending discrimination throughout the school district. It allowed for them 

to realize the magnitude they held in numbers in order to take their activism to new heights, in 

order to achieve equality and equal treatment.36 Mexican-American activist’s mobilization 

efforts in both the strike, and the school board election encouraged and empowered many 

Raymondville Hispanics to continue organizing for social change, and led the TFWU to establish 

an office in Raymondville, with an assigned organizer to continue their work in the area.37 Hart 

Perry’s “The Valley of Tears,” documentary was monumental in showcasing The Onion Strike 

of 1979, its legacy, and how the Hispanic community overcame injustice in the face of a 

“repressive, dominant, Anglo population” who refused to relinquish their “social, economic, and 

political control.”38 The community still suffered after the Onion Strike, as it left lasting 

                                                             
34 Ibid. 
35 Fernando Ramirez, “The Valley of Tears,” interview by Hart Perry. Youtube, February 28th, 

2018. 
36 Oliver, Smith, “The Onion Strike of 1979,” Bullock Texas State History Museum, March 22, 

2018, https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/discover/texas-story-project/the-onion-strike-of-1979 

(Accessed April 27th, 2021). 
37 Paul, Jennings, “Class and National Division in South Texas”: 67. 
38 Hart, Perry, “The Valley of Tears.” 
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repercussions and effects, as they still faced racial, economic and social inequality by local 

farmers, law enforcement, and local politicians.39  
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20th Century South Texas: Atrocities, Violence, and Racial Prejudice on the Texas-Mexico 

Border by Local Law Enforcement Agencies and The Texas Ranger Force 

The Southern region of Texas is a vastly unique area in the United States, as it is has 

embedded cultural ties with Mexico through its close proximity to the border, which unites and 

separates the United States, Mexico, and the rest of Latin America.1 During the first half of the 

20th Century migrants settled into South Texas leaving war-torn revolutionary Mexico, and 

contributed to the area’s thriving agricultural economy, as the Rio Grande Valley was once labeled 

the “Magic Valley,” due to its tropical climate that allowed for crops to flourish year-round.2 The 

agriculture industry was heavily dependent on outside capital, and the availability of migrant farm 

workers coming across the border from Mexico, which led to social and political exclusion and 

labor exploitation.3 Not only were Mexicans and Mexican Americans the target of agricultural 

exploitation (as they composed over forty-percent of the states population), they were also 

subjected to state-sanctioned violence throughout the 20th century, and were targets of state and 

local law enforcement violence as a result of class divisions and racial prejudice throughout South 

Texas.45 The Texas-Mexico border experienced violent conflict, as there were fuels of concerns 

over revolution in Mexico; the longstanding fears and prejudices gave rise to violence, vigilantism, 

                                                        
1 Ramón Gutiérrez, and Elliott, Young, “Transnationalizing Borderlands History,” (Western 

Historical Quarterly, 2010), 27-28. 
2 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas,” (Journal of the Southwest 60, 4, 2018): 794. 
3 John Webber, “From South Texas to the Nation: The Exploitation of Mexican Labor in the 20th 

Century,” (North Carolina: The University of North Carolina Press, 2015), 6. 
4 Suzanne Gamboa, “History of Racism Against Mexican-Americans Clouds Texas Immigration 

Law,” https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/history-racism-against-mexican-americans-clouds-

texas-immigration-law-n766956 (June 3, 2017).  
5 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas.” 
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and retaliation against Texas Mexicans.6 This paper will focus on the atrocities, and violence that 

plagued Mexicans and Mexican Americans in South Texas during the 20th century as a result of 

racial prejudice, Anglo-dominance, abuse of power by municipal politicians, and abuse of 

authority and force by The Texas Ranger Force, and local law enforcement agencies.  

 During the mid 1900’s, the southern region of Texas was growing tremendously in 

population as a result of its booming agriculture industry, and with government’s enactment of 

the Bracero Program in 1942.7. The Bracero Program grew out of a series of diplomatic accords 

between Mexico and the United States that allowed millions of Mexican men to work legally in 

the United States on short-term labor contracts.8 Upon its termination in 1964, The Bracero 

Program had brought more than four million Braceros to work in U.S. agriculture and on 

railroads.9 Six years after the termination of the bi-lateral agreement with Mexico, McAllen, 

Texas, had increased in population from 1970-1980 from just 37,636 inhabitants, to over 66,281 

residents (70% compromised of Mexicans/Mexican Americans).10 However, because of the 

federal census, Mexican Americans were categorized as “white,” for decades after integrating 

into the United States, which was a major issue in determining the true, real number of Mexican 

American inhabitants during the early 1900’s.11  

                                                        
6 “Life and Death on the Border 1910-1920: Texas had divergent reactions to revolution in 

Mexico,” Bullock Texas State History Museum, https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/press/media-

kits/life-and-death-on-the-border (Accessed April 27th, 2021) 
7 Bracero History Archive, http://braceroarchive.org/about (Accessed on April 27th, 2021). 
8 Library of Congress, “1942: Bracero Program,” https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-

rights/bracero-program (Accessed April 28th, 2021). 
9 Library of Congress, “1942: Bracero Program,” https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-

rights/bracero-program 
10 1980 Census of Population: Volume 1, Characteristics of the Population, Chapter A, Number 

of Inhabitants, Part 45, Texas (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Commerce, 1982), 55. 
11 Brent Campney, “The Most Turbulent and Most Traumatic Years in Recent Mexican-

American History”: Police Violence and the Civil Rights Struggle in 1970’s 

Texas,”(Southwestern Historical Quarterly 122, no.1, 2018): 34. 
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The first emergence of violence and exploitation of Mexican Americans in South Texas 

came from Anglo farm owners’ invasion of the area, and their use of forcible violence to gain 

control of ranch lands owned by Mexican-American cattle ranchers.12 These invasions led to the 

1915 and 1916 bandit raids, by those affected in the Anglo raids to reclaim their stolen land, 

however, Anglos were prepared with armed and deputized Texas Rangers, and lynch mobs who 

in turn, killed several hundred people of Mexican American descent.13 

14 

(Pictured are three Texas Rangers on horseback, above four deceased Mexican Bandits during the Bandit 

Raids of 1915-1916) 

On September 28th, 1915, the “victorious” Rangers took over a dozen raiders as prisoners, and 

hung them, leaving their bodies in the open as a tactic of humiliation.15 A few weeks later on 

                                                        
12 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas,” (Journal of the Southwest 60, 4, 2018): 789. 
13 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas:” 789. 
14 “Dead Mexican Bandits,” A 1915 Postcard from the Bullock Texas State History Museum, 

(Accessed April 29th, 2021). 
15 “Refusing to Forget: The History of Racial Violence on the Mexico-Texas Border,” accessed 

April 10th, 2021, https://refusingtoforget.org/the-history/ 
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October 19th, 1915, a dramatic attack derailed a passenger train heading north from Brownsville, 

Texas; the Rangers detained 10 ethnic Mexicans, hung four, and shot the remaining six.16 This 

prompted Cameron County Sheriff W.T. Vann to place the blame on Ranger Capitan W.T. 

Ransom in his testimony: “Capitan Ransom had [four of the suspects] and walked over to me and 

says, I am going to kill these fellows, are you going with me? I says no, and I don’t believe you 

are going. He says, if you haven’t got guts enough to do it, I will go myself. I says, that takes a 

whole lot of guts, four fellows with their hands tied behind their backs, it takes a whole lot of 

guts to do that.”17 This incident with Sheriff W.T Vann, details how local law enforcement did 

not intervene in stopping outside law-enforcement from perpetrating crimes of racial violence 

against Mexicans and Mexican Americans in the United States, rather they turned a blind eye to 

these atrocities and allowed for them to happen, as these heinous acts could be justified by state 

law enforcement.18 Another major outburst of violence known as the “Porvenir Massacre of 

1918,” occurred between the Rangers and Mexicans in Porvenir, Texas on January 24th 1918.”19  

In the late hours on January 24, a group of Texas Rangers, along with Company B, and civilians 

visited the residents of Porvenir while they slept, and attacked them at gunpoint ordering them 

out of their beds while they searched their homes.20 The leaders of the attack took three men as 

prisoners, Román Nieves, Nutemio González, and Manuel Fierro, and ordered the rest of the 

                                                        
16 “Refusing to Forget: The History of Racial Violence on the Mexico-Texas Border”: The Role 

of the Rangers, https://refusingtoforget.org/the-history/ 
17 Benjamin Johnson, “Revolution in Texas: How a Forgotten Rebellion and Its Bloody 

Suppression Turned Mexicans into Americans,” (Yale University Press, 2003): 116. 
18 William Carrigan, and Clive Webb, “Mob Violence against Mexicans in the United States 
1948-1928), (Oxford University Press, 2013), 146. 
19 Monica Muñoz, Martínez, “Porvenir Massacre,” Texas State Historical Association: 

Handbook of Tejano History Online, Accessed April 29th, 2021, 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/porvenir-massacre 
20 Monica Muñoz, Martínez, “Porvenir Massacre,” Texas State Historical Association: 

Handbook of Tejano History Online. 
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residents to return back home; after two days of holding them captive, the Rangers released the 

men, only to revisit them again two days later.21 On January 28th, the Rangers, Company B, and 

four local ranchers: Buck Pool, John Pool, Tom Snyder, and Raymond Fitzgerald surrounded the 

residents of Porvenir, and with the help of soldiers from the Eighth U.S Calvary Regiment woke 

up the residents and separated fifteen men and boys from their families.22 The separated 

individuals were taken into custody, denied due process, and were executed in masse 

unjustifiably; the victims were: Antonio Castañeda, Longino Flores, Pedro Herrera, Vivian 

Herrera, Severiano Herrera, Manuel Moralez, Eutimio Gonzalez, Ambrosio Hernandez, Albero 

Garcia, Tiburcio Jáques, Roman Nieves, Serapio Jimenez, Pedro Jimenez, Juan Jimenez, and 

Macedonio Huertas.23 Following the massacre, families feared for their safety and had to decide 

where they were going to seek refuge to; the families abandoned their homes in Porvenir, and 

crossed into Mexico to seek aid near the border.24 Succeeding the massacre, the Texas Ranger 

Force and ranchmen, submitted reports and statements attempting to justify the massacre as they 

labeled the residents of Porvenir as “bandits, thieves, informers, spies, and murders.”25 However, 

upon further investigation by Mexican Consuls, U.S soldiers, and the United States Senate, they 

found the victims of Porvenir were killed while in Texas Ranger custody.26 As a result, a Ranger 

Capitan was forced to resign, and five Rangers were fired; this was a rare occasion when state 

police faced reprimand and dismissal for extralegal violence.27 

                                                        
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
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Pictured is the ‘International Bridge, Looking Towards Mexico,’ in Brownsville, Texas. “Refugees flee to Mexico to 

escape violence along the Texas-Mexico border” in this early 20th-century photograph. Image courtesy of the 

Robert Runyon Photograph Collection, The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at 

Austin.28 

 

Following the 1915 border raids and Massacre at Porvenir, Texas, Brownsville State 

Representative José Tomás Canales called for an end to Texas Ranger violence, and hostile 

oppression towards Mexican-Americans; Canales filed nineteen charges against the Texas 

Ranger Force on January 31, 1919, demanding legislative intervention, investigation, and 

reassessment of the force.29 Canales also wrote a bill that would require Rangers to post bond 

before serving (to guarantee good conduct), and to be more tightly regulated by the state of 

Texas.30 However Canales’ bill did not pass; and detailed in the Proceedings of the Joint 

                                                        
28 Robert Runyon, ““Refugees flee to Mexico to escape violence along the Texas-Mexico 

border,” The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin 

(Accessed on April 30th, 2021). 
29 Evan Anders, “Canales, José Tomás [J.T.] (1877-1976),” Texas State Historical Association 

Handbook of Texas, accessed April 10th, 2021, 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/canales-jose-tomas  
30 Rebecca Onion, “America’s Lost History of Border Violence: Texas Rangers and Civilian 

Vigilantes Killed Thousands if Mexican-Americans in a Campaign of Terror,” SLATE, accessed 

April 11th, 2021, https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2016/05/texas-finally-begins-to-grapple-

with-its-ugly-history-of-border-violence-against-mexican-americans.html 
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Committee of the Senate and the House in the Investigation of the Texas State Ranger Force, the 

witness’ called to testify evidenced respect towards the Rangers, turning a blind eye to any 

allegations of abuse of power stonewalling the charges put fourth by Canales.31 Regardless of the 

witnesses that spoke on behalf of the Mexican-American citizens, against the Rangers, there was 

no repercussions for their actions, no punishments, even though the legislature found evidence 

that they were “guilty of, and responsible for, the gross violation of both civil and criminal laws 

of the state.”32 On June 26th, 1926 eight years after the Porvenir Massacre, Mexican attorneys 

filed twelve separate claims against the United States regarding the deaths of the fifteen 

individuals at Porvenir; they collected more than one hundred pieces of evidence from survivors 

of the massacre, and on February 15th, 1935, Mexican attorney Oscar Rebasta filed United 

Mexican States v. the United States of America on behalf of the fifteen deceased.33 They 

proposed three charges: 1.) Texas authorities did not give due protection to the men arrested by 

the Texas Rangers 2.) Local authorities were the material authors and accomplices of the crimes 

committed at Porvenir, and 3.) State authorities denied justice by failing to apprehend, prosecute, 

and punish the persons responsible for the murders.34  Other instances of injustices, lack of 

accountability, and abuse of authority by the Rangers was the incident with former Ranger, A.Y 

                                                        
31 Proceedings of the Joint Committee of the Senate and the House in the Investigation of the 

Texas State Ranger Force 

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/sites/default/files/public/tslac/treasures/images/law/1919rangerVolume

1.pdf (Accessed April 4, 2021) 
32 Rebecca Onion, “America’s Lost History of Border Violence: Texas Rangers and Civilian 

Vigilantes Killed Thousands if Mexican-Americans in a Campaign of Terror,” SLATE, 

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2016/05/texas-finally-begins-to-grapple-with-its-ugly-

history-of-border-violence-against-mexican-americans.html 
33 Monica Muñoz, Martínez, “Porvenir Massacre,” Texas State Historical Association: 

Handbook of Tejano History Online. 
34 Monica Muñoz, Martínez, “Porvenir Massacre,” Texas State Historical Association: 

Handbook of Tejano History Online. 
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Baker, who was notorious for perpetrating violence and was alleged to be involved in shootings 

of Mexican suspects, who was able left the force (without punishment), and went on to become 

the Hidalgo Country Sheriff in 1915.35 The Rangers also notoriously disenfranchised South 

Texas voters, as (in the 1918) election; they reduced votes from 300 to 65 in the General Election 

in Alice, Texas, when Rangers were deployed, they harassed, frightened, disarmed, and 

humiliated Mexican American office holders, such as the Cameron County Deputy Sheriff Pedro 

Lerma (as they barged into his home while he was away, and frightened his wife and 

daughters.”36 The New York Times declared, “Texas Rangers…are almost all universally feared 

amongst Mexican Americans,” and rightfully so, as they spent most of the early 20th century 

terrorizing, intimidating and harassing Mexican Americans.37 

Abuse by law enforcement continued to escalate from the early 1900’s, after bandit raids 

on the border, after the Porvenir Massacre, and even after the Texas House and Senate 

investigations into the Texas Ranger Force; violence against Mexicans and Mexican Americans 

continued on into the mid 20th century. During the 1970’s in the Rio Grande Valley, there was an 

uprising in atrocities committed by law enforcement against working-class Mexicans, during a 

period of strong Chicano Activism.38 On March 1971, after the beating of two Chicanos at the 

Pharr jailhouse, Mexican American youth picketed the police station enraged; Pharr police were 

forced to call neighboring law enforcement agencies (Edinburg and McAllen PD, and Harlingen 

                                                        
35 “Refusing to Forget: The History of Racial Violence on the Mexico-Texas Border,” accessed 

April 11th, 2021, https://refusingtoforget.org/the-history/ 
36 “Refusing to Forget: The History of Racial Violence on the Mexico-Texas Border,” accessed 

April 10th, 2021, https://refusingtoforget.org/the-history/ 
37 Brent Campney, “The Most Turbulent and Most Traumatic Years in Recent Mexican-

American History”: Police Violence and the Civil Rights Struggle in 1970’s Texas:”43. 
38 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas,” (Journal of the Southwest 60, 4, 2018): 791. 
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State Troopers) to help de-escalate the crowd.39 The de-escalation tactics, however, were 

unsuccessful, and officers reacted with a full-scale charge, firing guns and tear gas throughout 

the city’s main streets.40 The chaos left one innocent bystander, Alfonso Flores, shot and killed at 

the hands of the police, and dozens of Mexican-American youth arrested.41 

                        

This photo is from a newspaper clipping about the 1971 Pharr Riots: Courtesy of Historian Eduardo 

Martinez42 

 This incident was just the beginning of police violence in the Rio Grande Valley, as the 1970’s 

held a widespread reputation for unwarranted police brutality, abuse of power, and misconduct 

by local law enforcement agencies.43 Most of the tarnished reputations of law enforcement 

derived from McAllen, as officers were infamous for prioritizing the interests of Anglos, and 

                                                        
39 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas.”791. 
40 Ibid.  
41 “Murder in Pharr,” Grito del Norte (Las Vegas, New Mexico), February 28, 1971, 3. 
42 Eduardo Martinez, 1971 Pharr Riot Newspaper Clipping, February 7, 1971. 
43 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas:” 
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individuals with status in the community.44 One of those prioritized Anglos was Othal Brand; 

notorious for his multi-million dollar agribusiness and the self proclaimed “Onion King,” was 

directly connected to the police violence and abuse of power during the 1970’s in McAllen, 

Texas.45 As the Mayor of McAllen for over 20 years (three-terms), Brand had controversy 

surrounding him for his temperament, vindictiveness, exploitation of undocumented farm 

workers, violence against labor strikers, and lack of advocating for poor constituents in the city, 

which he governed.46 Under Brand’s tenure as mayor, the McAllen Police Department earned a 

poor reputation for their use of forcible violence against working-class Mexican Americans; 

there were numerous lawsuits filed against the McAllen Police Department for police brutality 

and excessive force.47 The Dallas Morning News reported in March 1981, “In the last year alone, 

the City of McAllen has paid $400,000 in settlements or judgments on those suits,” and claimed 

the city was aware of the incidents, but failed to take the necessary measures needed to correct 

it.48 One of the main offences that were exposed, was video footage of McAllen Police 

Department officers beating, kicking, taunting, and abusing prisoners for no apparent reason, 

which they went on to face trial for.49 Another violation committed by MPD was the tapping of 

prisoner’s phone calls with their attorneys, which was a major violation of their rights, and very 

illegal.50 Richard Flores of Edinburg, Texas, was a young lawyer with the American Civil 

Liberties Union from 1979-1980, and was one of the attorney’s assigned to represent clients who 

reported being beaten by McAllen Police in the exposed tapes. In an interview, Flores stated, 

                                                        
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid. 
46 Ibid. 
47 Ibid. 
48 Ibid. 
49 Ibid. 
50 Ibid. 
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“Once we had these tapes…we had proof and went to court to get an injunction. We demanded 

that the beatings stop, that proper training and psychological exams be given to police, and that a 

citizens board be set up to process complaints;”51 Flores subpoenaed the booking room videos 

which revealed six years of tapes recorded by the McAllen Police Department.52 A local judge, 

Jimmy Deanda, saw the tapes and immediately sent his court bailiff to reach the U.S Attorney’s 

office; the process started moving fast shortly after, and they began identifying the officers in the 

tapes.53 Flores identified that most of the officers were of Hispanic descent (with a few Anglos in 

the mix), and the acts were not directly tied to racism, rather power.54 The police believed they 

were “untouchable,” and the cameras were set up as a resource to protect officers from frivolous 

claims, they never suspected it would come back to be used against them.55 In fact, it was 

revealed that everyone in the department was aware of the actions of the night shift officers 

involved in the scandal, as the tapes were reviewed each night and not a single reprimand came 

about; they group of abusers were even nicknamed “The C-Shift Animals,” and had printed T-

shirts with the nickname that they wore around, it was a culture of silence.56 Broadcasted on one 

of the tapes was an officer interrogating a man, asking, “ You ever ben snake bit? Well now 

you’ve been C-Shift bit.”57 A lawyer, and one of Brand’s main antagonists, James C. Harrington, 

                                                        
51 Nick Braune, “Breaking the Blue Wall of Silence in the Rio Grande Valley,” Mid-Valley Town 

Crier, (May 8th, 2004), (Accessed May 2nd, 2021) 

https://texascivilrightsreview.org/0004/05/08/breaking-the-blue-wall-of-silence-in-the-rio-

grande-valley/ 
52 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas:” 787. 
53 Nick Braune, “Breaking the Blue Wall of Silence in the Rio Grande Valley.” 
54 Nick Braune, “Breaking the Blue Wall of Silence in the Rio Grande Valley.” 
55 Ibid. 
56 Ibid. 
57 Dan Balz, “Brutality Charges, Bitterness Haunt McAllen, Tex.” The Washington Post (June 

2nd, 1981), (Accessed May 3rd, 2021) 
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said that there were 72 incidents of brutality on tape, and reports of another 70 that had been 

erased.58 Many individuals charged that Mayor Othal Brand was also aware of widespread 

brutality by McAllen Police from as early as 1977. 59 Brand, however, continuously denied all 

charges that he either covered up the incidents of brutality, or that he moved too slow in 

resolving it, but takes full responsibility for brining in Federal investigators to McAllen.60 As a 

result of the frivolous brutality claims, the McAllen city manager, and police chief were fired, 

and two former officers were convicted on Federal civil rights charges.61 The revelations led to a 

complete restructuring of the department, as they faced numerous problems besides police 

brutality; the department lacked general discipline, a top-heavy organizational structure, absence 

of a coherent set of internal policies and job descriptions, confusion about the lines of authority 

and responsibility, police intervention with city officials, an effective grievance procedure, and 

appropriate law enforcement training.62 The Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer 

Standards and Education investigated the department and played a major role in the restructuring 

the department; the new structure included: a drastically reduced size of high-ranking admin, 

procedures put in place for officers who wanted to rank up in supervisor positions, the hiring of a 

new chief, a new police academy put in place, a new human relations training program, 
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58 Dan Balz, “Brutality Charges, Bitterness Haunt McAllen, Tex.” 
59 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 
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development of a new procedural manual, and a new public relations campaign designed to win 

back public support and trust.63  

As a consequence of Mayor Othal Brand’s lack of leadership, and concealment during the 

McAllen PD scandal, a well-respected, local physician, Dr. Ramiro Casso, challenged Brand for 

his mayoral seat; Casso was the first Mexican-American to run for McAllen mayor.64 Mexican 

Americans in McAllen had long been excluded from the decision-making, political process, and 

believed that “racism…is McAllen’s main political issue, and has infused local politics;” a 

prominent Mexican told the Dallas Morning News, “What is more, this exclusion has been by 

design, not by default.”65 Othal Brand, however, narrowly defeated Casso, and won a second-

term reelection with 52.5 percent of the vote.66 Casso challenging Brand was the first successful 

effort to stop Brand’s leadership, he stated that Brand’s leadership of the city was “immoral,” 

and that Brand was responsible for making McAllen “a national symbol of police brutality.”67 

On a separate occasion, Casso charged that Brand, “failed as mayor by allowing problems to 

develop in the police department and by governing in a divisive, intimidating manner.”68
 Ruben 

Bonilla, a prominent civil rights leader, and LULAC president, spoke out against the McAllen 

Police Department in a “fiery farewell speech,” and called out re-elected Brand for being a 

                                                        
63 Ibid. 
64 Nick Braune, “Breaking the Blue Wall of Silence in the Rio Grande Valley.” 
65 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas;” Sydney Rubin, “Hispanics Seek Mayoral Win in McAllen,” Dallas 

Morning News, February 12, 1984, 52A. 
66 Dan Balz, “Brutality Charges, Bitterness Haunt McAllen, Tex.”  
67 Ibid. 
68 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas;” “McAllen Re-Elects Mayor,” Dallas Morning News, May 10, 1981, 

42A. 
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“bigot,” and a “racist.”69 The McAllen mayoral election of 1981 mobilized more Mexican 

Americans as a result of racism, the MPD police brutality cover up, and injustices that plagued 

the community.  

 

 

This is a cartoon image of former McAllen Mayor Othal Brand, which depicts the wealthy Anglo 

businessman as an octopus with money clenching tentaclesl, involved in nearly every aspect of local social order. 

From El Cuhamil, last issue of 1979, p. 3. Courtesy of Library Special Collections & University Archives, 

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.70 

 

As a result of the frivolous brutality claims, the McAllen city manager, and police chief were 

fired, and two former officers were convicted on Federal civil rights charges.71 The revelations 

led to a complete restructuring of the department, as they faced numerous problems besides 

police brutality; the department lacked general discipline, a top-heavy organizational structure, 

absence of a coherent set of internal policies and job descriptions, confusion about the lines of 

authority and responsibility, police intervention with city officials, an effective grievance 

                                                        
69 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas:” 801. 
70 El Cuhamil, last issue of 1979, p. 3. Courtesy of Library Special Collections & University 

Archives, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. 
71 R. Bernard, “McAllen Tapes- A Department Rebuilds After A Very Public Scandal,” Police 

Magazine Volume: 5 Issue: 3 (May 1982): 19-25. 
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procedure, and appropriate law enforcement training.72 The Texas Commission on Law 

Enforcement Officer Standards and Education investigated the department and played a major 

role in the restructuring the department; the new structure included: a drastically reduced size of 

high-ranking admin, procedures put in place for officers who wanted to rank up in supervisor 

positions, the hiring of a new chief, a new police academy put in place, a new human relations 

training program, development of a new procedural manual, and a new public relations campaign 

designed to win back public support and trust.73  

The abuse and brutality committed by local law enforcement agencies, and the Texas 

Ranger Force was eminent in South Texas throughout the 20th century. The bandit raids of 1915-

1916, the derailing and lynching of Mexican Americans in Brownsville, Texas, the Porvenir 

Massacre of 1918, the Pharr jailhouse riot of 1971, and the McAllen Police Department Scandal 

of 1980, the political cover-up by former McAllen Mayor Othal Brand showcase a pattern of abuse 

by law enforcement over the span of a decades, committed against Mexican Americans as a result 

of racial targeting, racial prejudice, hate crimes, Anglo nationalism, abuse of power by municipal 

politicians, and abuse of authority and force by The Texas Ranger Force, and local law 

enforcement agencies. As a result, Mexicans Americans mobilized, and impacted the 1981 

municipal election and unified South Texas constituents “during a period in which they were 

beginning to seize the reigns of local and regional power.”74 

 

 

                                                        
72 R. Bernard, “McAllen Tapes- A Department Rebuilds After A Very Public Scandal.” 
73 Ibid. 
74 Brent Campney, “A Bunch of Tough Hombres”: Police Brutality, Municipal Politics, and 

Racism in South Texas:” 788. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. __C__ 

Management Items 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Javier Ramirez, Assistant City Manager 

ITEM: Discussion and Possible Action to request approval to complete and submit a joint application 
with Hidalgo County Drainage District No. 1, with City of Mercedes serving as Project Lead, for 
the 2018 South Texas Floods Competition to the Texas General Land Office (GLO) 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The Texas General Land Office Community Development and Revitalization (GLO-CDR) program will 
oversee the administration of Community Development Block Grant disaster recover (CDBG-DR) funds 
provided by the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for recovery from the 2018 
South Texas Floods (DR-4377) and the 2019 Disasters (DR-4454 and DR-4466). There are three counties 
eligible for 2019 Disasters recover funding through this infrastructure competition process.  

. 

BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 

ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:  N/A 

FISCAL IMPACT:   N/A 

LEGAL REVIEW:  Martie Vela-Garcia 

ATTACHMENTS: N/A 

DRAFT MOTION:  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. __D__ 

Management Items 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Javier Ramirez, Assistant City Manager 

ITEM: Discussion and Possible Action requesting approval to complete and submit application for the 
2019 Disasters Competition to the GLO. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The Texas General Land Office Community Development and Revitalization (GLO-CDR) program will 
oversee the administration of Community Development Block Grant disaster recover (CDBG-DR) funds 
provided by the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for recovery from the 2018 
South Texas Floods (DR-4377) and the 2019 Disasters (DR-4454 and DR-4466). There are three counties 
eligible for 2019 Disasters recover funding through this infrastructure competition process.  

. 

BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 

ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:  N/A 

FISCAL IMPACT:   N/A 

LEGAL REVIEW:  Martie Vela-Garcia 

ATTACHMENTS: N/A 

DRAFT MOTION:  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. __E__ 
  

Management Items 
 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Javier Ramirez, Assistant City Manager 

ITEM: Discussion and Possible Action requesting approval for City of Mercedes Mayor to sign Federal 
Assistance Standard Form 424 (SF-424), along with any other documentation that may be 
needed, in preparation for submittal of application(s) to GLO’s 2018 South Texas Floods 
Competition.  

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
 
The Texas General Land Office Community Development and Revitalization (GLO-CDR) program will 
oversee the administration of Community Development Block Grant disaster recover (CDBG-DR) funds 
provided by the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for recovery from the 2018 
South Texas Floods (DR-4377) and the 2019 Disasters (DR-4454 and DR-4466). There are three counties 
eligible for 2019 Disasters recover funding through this infrastructure competition process.  
 
. 
 
BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   N/A 
 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  Martie Vela-Garcia 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 

 
DRAFT MOTION:   
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AGENDA ITEM NO. __F__ 
  

Management Items 
 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Javier Ramirez, Assistant City Manager 

ITEM: Discussion and Possible Action requesting approval for City of Mercedes Mayor to sign Federal 
Assistance Standard Form 424 (SF-424), along with any other documentation that may be 
needed, in preparation for submittal of application(s) to GLO’s 2019 Disasters Competition.  

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
 
The Texas General Land Office Community Development and Revitalization (GLO-CDR) program will 
oversee the administration of Community Development Block Grant disaster recover (CDBG-DR) funds 
provided by the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for recovery from the 2018 
South Texas Floods (DR-4377) and the 2019 Disasters (DR-4454 and DR-4466). There are three counties 
eligible for 2019 Disasters recover funding through this infrastructure competition process.  
 
. 
 
BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   N/A 
 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  Martie Vela-Garcia 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 

 
DRAFT MOTION:   
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AGENDA ITEM NO. __G__ 
  

Management Items 
 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Javier Ramirez, Assistant City Manager 

ITEM: Discussion and Possible Action request to advertise Notice for Public Comments in local 
newspaper(s) for submittal of application(s) to GLO’s 2018 South Texas Floods Competition 
and 2019 Disasters Competition.  

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
 
The Texas General Land Office Community Development and Revitalization (GLO-CDR) program will 
oversee the administration of Community Development Block Grant disaster recover (CDBG-DR) funds 
provided by the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for recovery from the 2018 
South Texas Floods (DR-4377) and the 2019 Disasters (DR-4454 and DR-4466). There are three counties 
eligible for 2019 Disasters recover funding through this infrastructure competition process.  
 
. 
 
BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   N/A 
 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  Martie Vela-Garcia 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 

 
DRAFT MOTION:   
 

89



 

AGENDA ITEM NO. _A_ 
  

BIDS/CONTRACTS 
 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Orlando Diaz, Sergeant Mercedes Police Department 

ITEM: Discussion and Possible Action on Approval of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between The United States Department of Veterans Affairs, Texas Valley Coastal Bend 
Healthcare System (VATVCBHCS) and the Mercedes Police Department  

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  This Agreement is to establish general working relationships between the 
Department of Veterans Affairs - Texas Valley Coastal Bend Healthcare System (VATVCBHCS) Police 
Service and the Mercedes Police Department as a means of reinforcing interagency coordination and 
responsibility concerning law enforcement, emergency response, requests for assistance, and physical 
security and access control operations at VA Texas Valley Coastal Bend Healthcare System. 
 
PURPOSE: To establish general working relationships between the Department of Veterans Affairs- Texas 
Valley Coastal Bend Healthcare System (VATVCBHCS) Police Service and the Mercedes Police Department 
as a means of reinforcing interagency coordination and responsibility concerning law enforcement, 
emergency response, requests for assistance, and physical security and access control operations at VA 
Texas Valley Coastal Bend Healthcare System. 
 
BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: N/A 
 

Proposed Expenditure/(Revenue): Account Number(s): 

$0.00  

  
 
Finance Review by:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. MOU 
2.  
3.  
 

DRAFT MOTION: Motion to approve the MOU with VA TVCBHCS and the Mercedes Police 
Department.  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. __B__ 
  

BIDS/CONTRACTS  
 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Alberto Perez, City Manager 

ITEM: Contracts 

Discussion and possible to approve interlocal agreement with County Pct. 1 for Mile 8 
street repairs.  

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
 
City staff, Pct. 1 County Staff and Urban County personnel have been working on securing the 
appropriate funds to initiate the Mile 8 street repair project.  The City of Mercedes needs to approve 
an interlocal agreement with Pct. 1 in order for these street repairs to start during the month of June 
2022.   
 
Pct. 1 staff will be performing the work for this project. 
 
Mile 8 work will include the area from 491/Baseline Rd to Mile 2 East. 
 
 
BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   N/A 
 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  Martie Garcia-Vela, City Attorney 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Interlocal agreement 
 

DRAFT MOTION:  N/A  
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STATE OF TEXAS  § 

    § 

COUNTY OF HIDALGO § 

 

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

 BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS, AND THE CITY OF 

MERCEDES, TEXAS 

 

THIS Agreement is made on and entered into effective as of the ______ day of _____________, 

2022, by and between COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS, by and through its Precinct 1, 

hereinafter referred to as (“County”), and CITY OF MERCEDES hereinafter referred to as 

(“City”), collectively referred to as “Parties” and pursuant to the provisions of the Texas Interlocal 

Cooperation Act (“Act”), Chapter 791, et seq., Texas Government Code, as follows: 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the City is a municipality defined as a “Local Government” under the Act, 

and a political subdivision organized under the laws of the State of Texas, within the boundary of 

Hidalgo County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County is defined as a “Local Government” under the Act, a political 

subdivision organized under the laws of the State of Texas; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the County and City, each pursuant to its statutory and constitutional 

authority, are responsible for maintenance and improvements to certain public roadways within 

their boundaries; 

 

 WHEREAS, the County and City desire to jointly undertake a road reconstruction and 

improvement project to a portion of Mile 8 North Road from FM 491 to Mile 2 East Road 

consisting of approximately 10,505 total linear feet (7,347.50 feet within the City, and 3,157.50 

feet within Precinct 1), in Hidalgo County, Texas (the “Mile 8 N. Rd. Project”), (See Exhibit A – 

Mile 8 Rd. Improvements Project map);  

 

WHEREAS, Parties have agreed to the Cost Estimate for the Mile 8 N. Rd. Project 

attached in Exhibit B, wherein City shall be responsible for paying County for 70% of the 

materials needed for the City portion of the Mile 8 N. Rd. Project. (See Exhibit B – Mile 8 N. Rd. 

Project Cost Estimate). 

  

WHEREAS, the Road serves as a connecting link of the County road system and such 

improvements to the Road is in the public interest of the County and City.  

  

 WHEREAS, the County and the City are authorized to enter into this Agreement pursuant 

to the Act, which authorizes local governments to contract with each other and with agencies of 
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the state, to perform governmental functions and services under the terms of the Act; and pursuant 

to the Section 251.012 of the Texas Transportation Code which authorizes counties to improve 

roadways within the limits of a City with the City’s consent. 

 

WHEREAS, County and City have determined the Project will serve a public purpose and 

provide a mutual benefit to each other.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the County and the City, in consideration of the mutual covenants 

expressed hereinafter, agree as follows: 

 

1. The parties agree to cooperate in making the necessary reconstruction and improvements 

to the road in the Mile 8 N. Rd. Project as described on Exhibit A attached hereto. The 

estimated cost for completing the Mile 8 N. Rd. Project is included in Exhibit B. 

 

2. The City and County have respective Urban County Projects which consists of Street 

Improvement utilizing Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds.  

 

3. City, through its CDBG funds, shall contribute a lump sum amount equal to seventy percent 

(70%) of the cost of materials and all other related appurtenances if funding is available as 

indicated in Exhibit B for its portion of the road upon execution of this agreement. The 

Hidalgo County Urban County Program will process all Purchase Orders needed for 

materials utilizing the County of Hidalgo contracted vendors. 

 

4. In the event that the Urban County funding is exhausted or if a specific material or related 

appurtenance is not covered by CDBG funds, the City shall be responsible for providing 

seventy percent (70%) of any additional funds for materials or other related appurtenances 

needed to complete the Project. 

 

5. County, through its CDBG funds, shall contribute a lump sum amount equal to thirty 

percent (30%) of the cost of materials and all other related appurtenances if funding is 

available as indicated in Exhibit B for its portion of the road upon execution of this 

agreement. The Hidalgo County Urban County Program will process all Purchase Orders 

needed for materials utilizing the County of Hidalgo contracted vendors. 

 

6. In the event that the Urban County funding is exhausted or if a specific material or related 

appurtenance is not covered by CDBG funds, the County shall be responsible for providing 

thirty percent (30%) of any additional funds for materials or other related appurtenances 

needed to complete the Project. 

 

7. County agrees to provide all labor, and machinery necessary to perform the improvements 

to the road on the Mile 8 N. Rd. Project.  
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8. County will, to the extent reasonably possible, follow the County’s standard specifications 

in improvements unless otherwise agreed in writing by both parties. 

 

9. County and City will coordinate work schedules in order to provide for minimal disruption 

to the public and to the operational fiscal affairs of the parties and will complete the Mile 

8 N. Rd. Project no later than 730 days from the execution of this Agreement.  

 

10. Prior Agreements. This Agreement replaces and supersedes any and all prior agreements 

between County and City with respect to the Road and/or Project except for any lnterlocal 

Agreement dated prior to this Agreement to the extent work is being performed thereunder at 

the time of executing this Agreement. Once ongoing work under any such previous Interlocal 

Agreement(s) is completed and payment is remitted such previous Interlocal Agreement shall 

terminate at such time. 

 

11. Authorization. City has authorized County to perform the work herein described pursuant 

to Tex. Trans. Code §251.012. 

 

12. Term.  The effective date of this agreement shall be the date first written above.  The term 

of the Agreement shall be for the time period referenced above.  

 

13. Termination. Either Party may terminate this Agreement with or without cause upon thirty 

(30) days written notice to each other.   

 

14. Liability Insurance.  Each entity will carry sufficient liability insurance at the statutorily 

required limits, pursuant to the Texas Tort Claims Act. 

 

15. Indemnification.  

 

A. By the CITY: To the extent permitted under the Constitution and laws of the State 

of Texas,  the CITY agrees to indemnify and hold harmless and defend COUNTY, 

its agents, employees and officers from and against any claim, loss, damage, 

liability and expense, including reasonable attorney’s fees, incurred or suffered 

by it, by reason of any and all claims, demands or causes of action asserted or that 

may be asserted, against the COUNTY, for the intentional or negligent acts or 

omissions by the CITY, whether seeking compensatory or punitive damages, and 

involving, arising out of, or in any manner related to this agreement. 

 

B. By the COUNTY: To the extent permitted under the Constitution and laws of the 

State of Texas,  the COUNTY agrees to indemnify and hold harmless and defend 

CITY, its agents, employees and officers from and against any claim, loss, damage, 
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liability and expense, including reasonable attorney’s fees, incurred or suffered 

by it, by reason of any and all claims, demands or causes of action asserted or that 

may be asserted, against the CITY, for the intentional or negligent acts or 

omissions by the COUNTY, whether seeking compensatory or punitive damages, 

and involving, arising out of, or in any manner related to this agreement. 

 

16. Immunities.  It is expressly understood and agreed that, in the execution of this agreement, 

neither the City nor County waive, nor shall be deemed hereby to waive, any immunity or 

defense that would otherwise be available to it against claims arising in the exercising of 

governmental powers and functions. 

 

17. Conflict with Applicable Law.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed so as to 

require the commission of any act contrary to law, and whenever there is any conflict 

between any provision of this Agreement and any present or future law, ordinance or 

administrative, executive or judicial regulation, order or decree, or amendment thereof, 

contrary to which the parties have no legal right to contract, the later shall prevail, but in 

such event the affected provision or provision of this Agreement shall be modified only to 

the extent to bring them within the legal requirements and only during the times such 

conflict exists.  

 

18. No Waiver.  No waiver by any party hereto of any breach of any provisions of the 

Agreement shall be deemed to be a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of the 

same or any other provision hereof.  

 

19. Entire Agreement.  This Agreement contains the entire contract between the parties 

hereto, and each party acknowledges that neither has made (either directly or through any 

agent or representative) any representation or agreement in connection with this Agreement 

not specifically set forth herein.  This Agreement may be modified or amended only by 

agreement in writing executed by County and City and not otherwise.  

 

20. Texas Law to Apply. This Agreement shall be construed under and in accordance with 

the laws of the State of Texas, and all obligation of the parties created hereunder are 

performable in Hidalgo County, Texas.  The parties hereby consent to personal jurisdiction 

in Hidalgo County, Texas. 

 

21. Notice.  Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, all notices, 

demands, requests or communication required or permitted hereunder shall be in writing 

and shall either be (i) personally delivered against a written receipt, or (ii) sent by registered 

or certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid and addressed to the parties at 

the addresses set forth below, or at such other addresses as may have been theretofore 

specified by written notice delivered in accordance herewith: 
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If to City of    City of Mercedes, Texas   

     Attention: Mayor 

     __________________ 

     Mercedes, Texas 78570 

 

 With copy to:    Attention: City Manager 

_________________ 

     Mercedes, Texas 78570 

 

 

If to County of Hidalgo: County of Hidalgo 

Attention: County Judge 

     100 E. Cano, 2nd Floor 

     Edinburg, Texas 78539 

 

With copy to:   Hidalgo County Precinct 1 

Attention: Commissioner, Precinct 1  

     1902 Joe Stephens Avenue 

     Weslaco, Texas 78596 

Each notice, demand, request or communication, which shall be delivered or mailed in the 

manner described above, shall be deemed sufficiently given for all purposes at such time 

as it is personally delivered to the addressee or, if mailed, at such time as it is deposited in 

the United States mail. 

 

22. Additional Documents.  The parties hereto covenant and agree that they will execute such 

other and further instruments and documents as are or may become necessary or convenient 

to effectuate and carry out the terms of this Agreement.  

 

23. Successors.   This Agreement shall be binding upon and to the benefit of the parties hereto 

and their respective successors and assigns where permitted by this Agreement. 

 

24. Assignments. This Assignment shall not be assignable. 

 

25. Headings.  The headings and captions contained in this Agreement are solely for 

convenience reference and shall not be deemed to affect the meaning or interpretation of 

any provision of any paragraph hereof. 
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26. Gender and Number.  All pronouns used in this Agreement shall include the other gender, 

whether used in the masculine, feminine or neuter gender, and singular shall include the 

plural whenever and so often as may be appropriate. 

 

27. Non-Discrimination.  The Agreement and all related activities shall be conducted in a 

manner that does not discriminate against any person on a basis prohibited by applicable 

law or County and City policy, including without limitation race, color, national origin, 

religion, sex, age, veteran status, disability or any other category protected under law. 

 

28. Governmental Purpose.  Each party hereto is entering into this Agreement for the purpose 

of providing for governmental services or functions and will pay for such services out of 

current revenues available to the paying party as herein provided. 

 

29. Commitment of Current Revenues Only.  In the event that, during any term hereof, the 

governing body of any party does not appropriate sufficient funds to meet the obligations 

of such party under this Agreement, then any party may terminate this Agreement upon 

(90) days’ written notice to the other party.  Each of the parties hereto agrees, however, to 

use its best efforts to secure funds necessary for the continued performance of this 

Agreement.  The parties intend this provision to be a continuing right to terminate this 

Agreement at the expiration of each budget period of each party hereto pursuant to the 

provisions of Tex. Loc. Govt. Code Ann. §271.903 

 

30. Governing Provisions.  Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations.  A 

non-exclusive list of regulations commonly applicable to Federal and State grants and 

equipment can be found in the new 2 CFR 200 Uniform Administrative Requirements, 

Cost Principles and Audit Requirements.   

 

31. Legal Construction/Severability.  In case any one or more of the provisions contained in 

this Agreement will for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any 

respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability will not affect any other provision 

thereof, and this Agreement will be construed as if such invalid, illegal or unenforceable 

provision had never been contained herein. 

 

32. Authority to Execute.  The execution and performance of this Agreement by the Parties 

has been duly authorized by all necessary laws, resolutions or corporate action, and this 

Agreement constitutes the valid and enforceable obligations of the Parties in accordance 

with its terms.  

 

[SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW] 
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WITNESS THE HANDS OF THE PARTIES effective as of the day and year first written 

above. 

 

 

COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS 

 

 

BY: _____________________________________ 

             Richard F. Cortez, Hidalgo County Judge 

ATTEST: 

 

By: ________________________________                           

Arturo Guajardo, Jr.                                    

Hidalgo County Clerk 

 

CITY OF MERCEDES  

 

     BY: _______________________________________ 

             _________________________, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

BY: _________________________________ 

       _____________________, City Secretary 

 

Approved by the Hidalgo County Commissioner’s Court on _____________. 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Hidalgo County Criminal District Attorney’s Office                        

Ricardo Rodriguez, Jr.   

By: _____________________________________                                   

Robert Viña, III, Assistant District Attorney  
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Exhibit A  

Mile 8 Rd. Improvements Project map 
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Exhibit B 

 Mile 8 N. Rd. Project Cost Estimate 
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STATE OF TEXAS           §  

           § 

COUNTY OF HIDALGO   § 

APPROVAL OF 

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

PROJECT 

In accordance with Texas Government Code §791.014, Hidalgo County, Texas, acting by 

and through the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court, has been advised of a proposed project 

regarding certain road reconstruction and improvements to Mile 8 North Road from FM 491 to 

Mile 2 East Road, a section which is in part within the city limits of Mercedes and in part 

within County jurisdiction to be conducted through an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement to be 

entered into with the City of Mercedes, Texas, and Hidalgo County. 

By vote on                                             2022, the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court 

has approved the Project identified above. 

 

 

BY: Richard F. Cortez, County Judge 

ATTEST: 

 

Arturo Guajardo, Jr., County Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
Office of the Criminal District Attorney 

Ricardo Rodriguez, Jr. 

 

BY:  

       Robert Viña, III, Assistant District Attorney 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. _C_ 
  

BIDS/CONTRACTS 
 

 

DATE: May 3, 2022 

FROM: Joselynn Castillo, City Secretary 

ITEM: Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Auction Agreement with Galindo 
Auctions, LLC 

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The City of Mercedes is requesting approval of the agreement for 
Auction services from Galindo Auctions. The Auction is set to be held at the public works shop on June 18, 
2022 at 10:00 AM. Galindo Auctions will receive their commission of $4000 or 10% of sales whichever is 
greater and are taken from the proceeds. All items will be sold with no reserves.  The City has worked with 
Galindo Auction for several years and recommends approval.  
 
 
BOARD REVIEW/CITIZEN FEEDBACK:   
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Positive Proceeds from Sales of surplus items. 
 

Proposed Expenditure/(Revenue): Account Number(s): 

  

  
Finance Review by:   
 
LEGAL REVIEW:   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1.) Agreement 
 

 
DRAFT MOTION: Approval of agreement with Galindo Auctions, LLC for City Auction of surplus items.   
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