
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING MOBILE IIOMB A2qD TRAVEL TRAILER PARKS OR MOBILE

HOME SUBDIVISION CohrrAINING CERTIN DEFINITIONS REQUIRING A LICENSE ID

ESTABLIShlING CERTAIN LICENSE FEES ESTABLISItlNG CERTAIN PIPfSICAL REQUIRE
MENTS FOR SAID PARKS REGULATING THE LOCATION OF SAID PARKS ESTABLISHING

CERTAIN RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF SAID PARKS ESTABLISH

ING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS FOR WATER SEWERAND ELECTRICAL FACILITIES CON

TAINING A PENALTY CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE STABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE

DATE

BE IT ORDAINED BY CITY0F MERCEDES TEXAS

i ARTICLE I

DEFINITIONS

Section 101 Park
Park means mobile homo andor travel trailer pak

Section 102 Person

Pereans any natural individual firm trust partnership assocXation
or corporation

Section 103 Mobile Home or Travel Trailer
Mobile Home or Travel Trailer means any vehicle or similarportable structure

having no foundation other than wheels jacks blocks or skirtings and so designed or

constructed as to permit occupancy for dwelling or sleeping purposes

Section 104IndpendentMobile Home or Travel Trailer

Independent mobile home or travel trailer means a mobile home or travel
trailer which has a flush toilet and a bath or shower

Section 105 Dependent Mobile Home or Travel Trailer

Dependent mobile home or travel trailer means a mobfle home or travel trailer

which does not have a flush toilet and a bath or shower

section 106 Mobile Home andor TraVel TrailerPark

Mobile home andor travel trailer park means any plotof ground upon which

or more mobile homes or travel trailers occupied for dwelling orsleeping purposes are

located regardless of whether or notacharge is made for such accommodations

Section 107MobileHomeand0TravelTailorLot

Mobile home andorTravelTrailer lot means a plot of ground within a mobile

home anor travel trailer park designed for the accommodations of one mobile home or

travel trailer

Section 108 Mobile Home or Trailer Subdivision
Mobile home or trailer subdivisiontmeans a subdivision designed and intended

for residential usewhero residence is permittexi in mobile homesq trailer houses each

mobile home being located on a separate lot Suchsu6ivisio could retain a cehtral

mafiagementand could bo oporaod as a condominium otaining ownership of streets and

common open spaces

ARTICLE 2

LICENSES

Section 201 License Required
It shall be unlawful for any person to mainiain or operate withing the limits

of the City of Mercedes any mobile home andor travel trailer park unless such persono
shall first obtain a license therefor

Section 202 License Fees

Thelise fee foreach mobile home anor travel trailer park shal1
be 2500 per year or fraction thereof The fee for the transfer for such license as
provided for in this ordinance shall be S00

Section 20 Application fo License

Applications for a mobile home andor travel trailer park license shall be

with the City Commission and upon approval by tho City Commission the City Clerk shall

the license Appications shall be inwriting signed by theapplicant and shall contai



aThe name and address 62 the applicant
iJb The location andegaidesCriptinfthe mobile home andor travel

trailer park i

A cOmplete plan of the parkshowing cmpiiance withSectin301 o

tf this ordinance

iJd Plans and specifications of all buildings and other improvements

constructed or tube constructed with the mobile home andor
t travel trailer park
iI

I i el Such further information as may be requested by the City Commission

to enableit to determine if the mobile home andor travel trailer

park will comply with the legal requirements

Te application and all accompanying plans and specificationsshall be filed in

triplicate e City Manager City Health Officer and City Planning and Zoning Commiss

shall investigate the applicant andinspect the proposed plans and specifications Bach

of them shall thenmake a report tothe City Commission concerning such applicant and

include therein their recommendations relative to the issurance of license If the mobile

home andor travel trailer park will be in compliance with all provisions of thiso

and all other applicable ordinances or statutes the City Commission may approve the

application and in the case of proposed parks make such approval contingentu0nte
completion of the park according to theplans and specifications submitted with he

application The City Clerk at the direction of the City Commissionsball issue the

i Secion 204 Mobile Home andorTravelTrailersOutside Licensed Parks

It shall be unlawful for any person to locate or maintafn any such mobile

homeor travel trailer in anyplace in the City of Mercedes other than a duly licensed

and lawful mobile homeandortravel trailer park or mobile home subdivision except those

i mobile home ando trailer already located prior to enactmentof this ordinance

Section 205 RevocationofLicense

eCity Commission may revoke any license issued under this ordinance in

case any of the provisions hereof are violated Howeverbefore said license may be

revoked the City Comuission must give ten 10 days noticeto the holder of said li

Icnse and hold a hearing thereon After said license has been revoked the license

aybe reissued if the reasons fo said revocation have been duly corrected

Section206TransferandDuration
Upon application for a transfer of thelicense the City Commission may

issue a transfer upon payment of transfer fee Such original license and transfer

i thereof may be granted at any time during the ypar and shallexPire at the end of

the fiscal year of the City of Mercedes unless previously revokedor terminated

Section 207PoStingofLicense
I The license certicate shall be conspicuously posted n the office of or

onthepremises of the mobile home andor travel trailer park at all times

ARTICLR
1

PHICAL REQUiRBMBNTB OF MOBILE HOME ANDOR TRAVEL iTRAILBR PARKS

Section301 Mobile Home andorTravel Trailer Park Plan

ne mobile home andor travel traiier park shallconform fo theolwing
requirements

a The park shall be located on a well drained site properly graded to

insure rapid drainage and freedom from stagnant pools of water

bThe inimum Width andor depth of the mobile home park or subdivision

shall be three hundred 300 feet and the minimum total area shall be

four 4 acres including onehalf 12 the width of borderingstreets

There shall be no minimum lot area for a mobile home or trailer site in

amobile home or railer park excepl that mobile homes or travel trailers

shall be so harbored on each space that there shall be at least a twenty

20 foo unobstructed clearance beween mobile homes orravel trailer

provided however hat with respect to mobile omes otaveltrailers



parkedendtoend the endtoend clearance may be more than twenty 20

fe but shall not be less thintwelve12 feet Nopart ora mobile

or travel trailer sll be Iockted closer than twelve 12 feet to any

bilding within thpark or closer than ten 10 feet to any property

i line nor dlose than five 5 feet to an access drive
ii d Ail mobile home andat travelZriler lots shall abut upon a driveway

of not less Khan hity 30 feet in widh which shall have un

i obstructed access Zo plic stetalleyor highway All driveways

shall be bardsurfaced well mrked in the daytime and lighted at night
The minimum quality of such driveway surfacing shall be a twocourse

hot top surface

e Walkways not less than two 2 feet wide shall be provide from the

mobile home andor travel trailer lots to the service buildings e

walkway shall be hard surfaced as that term is defined in the preceding

paragraph well marked in the daytime and lighted at night Walkways

hen clearly designated may bo contiguous ith access drives

Section502Location

a Mobile home parks travel trailer parks andor mobile home subdivisions

shallnot be located in districts RA1 RA2 or B1

b Mobile home andor trailer parks may be located only in conformity with

the comprehensive zoning ordinance of the City and in addition to the

requirements contained therein each boundary of the park must be at

least one hundred 100 feet from any permanent residential building

located outisde the park unless a majority of the property ownersaccord

ing to area within said one hundred 100 feet consent in writing to the

establishment of the park provide however that the provisions of this

section shall not apply to mobile home andor travel trailer parks al

ready in existence and operation at the timeofthe passage of this ordin

ance and such existing and operating parks shall be treated as a noncon

forming use insofar as therquirements of his section are concerned

Section 505 Mobile H0eSubdivision

The minimum lot area in a moile home subdivision shall be500square feet

40x 95 Ail corners of each mobile home lot in a subdivision Shall be visibly marked

by a permanent marker Side yard variancy shall comply with theproisions of Zoning

Ordinance No 295 for use district RB2

Section 304 Adcgssand Bxit
A Access to the mobile home or trailer park shall be from an arterial

highway or secondary thoroughfare The number and location of access

drives shall be controlled for traffic safety and protection of surround

ing properties and no mobile home or trailer space shall be designated
for direct access to a street outside the boundaries of the mobile home

or trailer parR and the interior access drives shafi be at least twenty

five feet in width In a mobile home subdivision the streets shall meet

all City requirements as o with curbs and gutters as setforth in the

Platting Ordinance

B The mobile home psrk shall be shrr6unded by a landscaped strip of open

space tenlO feet wide along the street frontage with an arterial high

way and ten 10 feet wide along all other lot linesor street frontage

COffstreet parking spacesinmobile homes or trailer parks shall be

paved in concrete or two course asphalt and shall be provided in the

ration of one 1 space per trailer in locations convenient to individual

trailers or groups of trailers In mobiie home subdivisionsth6re shall

be at least one 1 parking space per lot

D Proper provision shall be made for public water supply sanitary sewers

fire protection refuse collection laundry toilet and bathing facilities

and all such provisions shall be in full compliance with the Department
of Public Works and the CityCounty Health Department

B A mobile home park may be converted to a mobile home subdivision provided
it is replatted and that all conditons pertaining to mobile home subdivi

sions are met

F Singlefamilydetached dwellings shall be permitted on lots within a mobile

home subdivision provided the lot size is a minimum of 5000 square feet



i G Outside lightingsbmllbeerectedin such a manner ba ino be deri
mental tO erlprojecontoadjacentproperties

H OutdoOr advertising Shall be reticted byhezonin district in which

he park or subdivision is situated

iiiThe provisions of this section shall no apply to mobile home or trailer

parks in existence and operation in compliance with existing ordinances

and laws at the time of the passage of this amendment they shall be
treated as nonconforming uses insofar as the requirements o this section

are concerned

Section 06 Maintenance
Every person owningoroperating a mobile home andor travel trailer park shall

maintain such park and any facilities fixtures and permanent equipment in connection

herewith in a clean and sanitary condition and shallmaintain said equipment in a state

of good repair

Section 307 Additional Construction
It shall be unlawful for any prson operating a mobile home andor travel trail

park or occupying a mobile home or travel trailer to construct or permit to be constuctc

in such park or in connection with such mobile home or travel trailer any addition struc

ture building or shelter in connection with or attached to a mobile home or travel trail

except however awnings of CAnvas or mtal suitoly constucted ma be attached to said
mobile homes or travel trailers as well as portable prefabricated temporary room for

the express purpose of increasing mobile home or travel trailer living area commonly cal

Cabana which meet the following requirements

a Of metal only fire resistive double wall mechanical joint panpls
no Welded jointsbetween panels permitted

b Strength of materials and structure to meet minimpm standards of the

City Building Code

c Capable of being dismantled when moved
d Such rooms shall be completely dismantled and removed from the site at

the ime the mobile home or travel trailer to which it is accessory is

moved
e Finish and appearance to be as near the same aspossible to the mobile

home or travel trailer to which it is accessory
f The length must not exceed the length of the mobile home or travel trailer

to which it is accessory and

g Only one such roomer mobile home or travelriler shall beprmitted

Section 308 Office Building
Each mobile home andor travel trailer park shall be provided with a building

to be known as the office in which shall be kept copiesof all records pertaining to the

management and supervision of the park as well as all rules and regulations of the park
and such records rules and regulations to be available for inspection by law enforcement

officers public healthofficials and other offcialswhseduties necessitate acquisi
tion Of th information contained therein

ARTICLB 4

OPERATING OF MOBILE HOMBJDOR TRAVEL TRAILER PARKS

Section401Rules andRegulation forPark
It shall the duty of the owner his agent representative or manager to

prescribe rules and regulations for the mangement of the park to make adequat
for the enforcement of such rules and to subscribe to any and all subsequent rules and

reualtions which maybe adopted for the mangemnt of such park Copies of all such
rules and regulations shall be furnished to the City Commission In addition thereto
it shall be the duty of the owner his agentrepresentative or manager to comply strictl

with the following

ae Provide for regular inspection of the water and sanitary conveniences

Provide for the collection and removal of garbage and other waste material

Prohibit he placing orsorage of unsightly material or vehicles of any
kind

ARTICLE

FACILITIES AND SERVICES



ecion 01 Water SupPyandSanitarz Sewer

All mobile homs tobe operlYoncted to an approved Hater sewer nd

electrical systems

SectionS02 FuelMobilHomeandTrailerPark
Bottled gas for cooking purposes shall not be used at individual mobile home

ior travel trailer lots Unless the containers are properly connected by copper or other

suitablemetallic tubing Bottled gas cylinders shall be securely fastened in place

No cylinder containing bottled gas shall be located in a mobile home or travel trailer

or within five feet of adoor thereof State and local regulations applicable to the

handling of bottled gas and fuel oil must be followed

Bottled gascanno be used in a mobile home subdivision Bottles to be removed

from trailer if naturalgaSisaviable
ARTICLE 6

PENALTY PROVISION

Section601PenaltZ

ny person firm or corporation violating this ordinance or any portibnthere

of shall upon conviction be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not lessthan

1000 nor more than 20000and each day that such violation continues shall be con

sidered a separate offense andPnishable accordingly

ATICLE 7

SEVERABILITY

Section701Severabilitx

If any section or part o any section or paragrphofthis ordinance is de

clared invalid or unconstitutional for any reason it shall not be held to invalidate

or impair the validity force or effect of any other sction or section or part of a

section or paragraph of his Ordinance

ARTICLE 8

REPEALING CLAUSE

Section 801RepealipgClause
All ordinances or pats of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are here

by expresslyrpeaed

ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVEDATE

Section 901 EffectiveDate
iThisOrhinacehaffbe effective after its passage knd publicaton according

PASSED AND APPROVED at a regular meetzng of the City Commission of the City

of Merdes at which meeting oquorum was prese on theI2th DAY

ATTEST

Czty Secretary Ella Jerkins


